Application Serial Number: 10/531,404 

Response to Office Action Dated: October 23, 2008 

Response Dated: February 23, 2009 

Amendments to the Claims: 

Please replace the application's listing of claims with the following listing of claims: 

1 . (currently amended) M e thod A method of paying for a parking space using a 
payment system including a payment means, said method comprising appropriat e 
payment m e ans^ wh e r e by th e user pays a giv e n amount to b e n e fit from a corr e sponding 
authoriz e d parking tim e , said m e thod comprising th e st e ps of : 

coop e rating betwe e n said paym e nt m e ans and an appropriat e proc e ssing and 
communication m e ans for supplying to said supplying to a user a code specific to a the 
transaction first payment corresponding to a first authorized parking time ; and 

said user making a second payment corresponding to a second authorized parking 

time, 

when making said second payment, cooperating b e tw ee n said payment m e ans 
and an appropriat e a proc e ssing and input m e ans wh e r e by th e said user can e nt e r 
providing the said code of an e arli e r transaction specific to said first payment [and 
thereby] so as to increase [s] said second authorized parking time by any a residual 
authorized time corresponding to the said first authorized parking time link e d to said 
e arli e r transaction . 

2. (currently amended) Parking The parking space payment method according to 
claim 1 , wherein said the parking space is identified by an appropriate a number and the 
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user must e nt e r provides said number during the said second payment op e ration using th e 
appropriate input and proc e ssing m e an s coop e rating with said paym e nt m e ans , 

3. (currently amended) Parking The parking space payment method according to 
claim 2, wherein said parking space number is used by said processing m e ans to generate 
said sp e cific code of th e transaction specific to said first payment . 

4. (currently amended) Parking The parking space payment method according to 
of claim 2, wherein said second authorized parking time is increased by any remaining 
authoriz e d any residual time corr e sponding to th e authoriz e d tim e link e d to said e arli e r 
transaction cod e e nt e r e d by th e us e r only if said e arli e r transaction first payment relates to 
th e sam e said parking space. 

5. (currently amended) Parking The parking space payment method of claim 1 
according to claim 2 , wherein the said first authorized parking time corr e sponding to a 
giv e n amount paid by a us e r is equal to the greater of the following times: 

the time directly related to said first payment, as defined in particular by an 
appropriat e a table of charges, and 

any remaining authorized time corresponding to the a previous authorized time 
relating to said parking space. 

6. (currently amended) Parking The parking space payment method according to 
claim I[2], wherein the first authorized parking time corr e sponding to a giv e n amount 
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paid by a user is equal to the greater of the following times: 

the time directly related to said first payment as defined in particular by an 
appropriat e a table of charges , and 

any remaining authorized times corresponding to preceding authorized times 
relating to said parking space. 

7. (currently amended) Parking The parking space payment method according to 
claim 5, wherein only the time directly related to said first payment as defined in 
particular by an appropriat e said table of charges is communicated to the user by 
appropriat e communication m e ans coop e rating with s aid paym e nt m e ans . 

8. (currently amended) Parking The parking space payment method according to 
claim [5] 1, wherein the said second authorized parking time after the user enters the said 
code of an e arli e r transaction is equal to the greater of the following times: 

the time directly related to said second payment, as defined in particular by an 
appropriat e a table of charges, plus any remaining authorized time corresponding to the 
authorized time linked to said first payment e arli e r transaction , and 

any remaining authorized time corresponding to th e pr e vious an authorized time 
relating to said parking space of a transaction preceding said first payment . 

9. (previously presented) Parking The parking space payment method according 
to claim [6] I, wherein the said second authorized parking time after the user enters the 
said code of an e arli e r tran s action is equal to the greater of the following times: 
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the time directly related to said second payment, as defined in particular by an 
appropriat e a table of charges, plus any remaining authorized time corresponding to the 
said first authorized parking time link e d to said e arlier transaction , and 

any remaining authorized times corresponding to previous authorized times 
relating to said parking space of transactions preceding said first payment . 

10. (previously presented) Parking A parking space payment system including 
appropriat e paym e nt means wh e r e by a us e r pays a giv e n amount to b e n e fit from a 
corr e sponding authoriz e d parking tim e , said syst e m comprising; 

paym e nt m e ans coop e rating with appropriat e proc e ssing and communication 
m e ans to supply to said us e r a cod e sp e cific to th e transaction; and 

wh e r e in said paym e nt m e ans coop e rates with appropriat e proc e ssing and input 
m e ans wh e r e by the us e r can ent e r th e cod e of an e arli e r transaction and th e r e by incr e as e 
said authoriz e d parking tim e by any r e maining authoriz e d tim e corr e sponding to th e 
authoriz e d tim e link e d to said e arlier transaction. 

a payment means wherein a user makes a first payment to benefit from a 
corresponding first authorized parking time, and a second payment to benefit from a 
corresponding second authorized parking time, 

a processing and communication means that supplies said user a code specific to 
said first payment, and 

a processing and input means wherein said user, when making said second 
payment, enters said code of said first payment so as to increase said second authorized 
parking time by a remaining authorized parking time corresponding to said first 
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authorized parking time. 

1 1 . (new) The parking space payment method of claim 1 , 

wherein said user makes said second payment before an expiry of time of said 
first authorized parking time, and 

wherein the residual authorized parking time corresponds to the time between the 
second payment and the expiry time of the first authorized parking time. 

12. (new) The parking space payment system of claim 10, 

wherein the code of said first payment is valid until an expiry of time of said first 
authorized parking time, and 

wherein the residual authorized parking time corresponds to the time between said 
second payment and the expiry time of said first authorized parking time. 
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